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A webinar on NEP 2020: Issues and Challenges took place on the 31st July, 2021. The 

programme was conducted by IQAC, Sikkim Government College, Burtuk. It started at 

11:00AM and ended by 2:00 PM. 

  

COMMENCEMENT OF THE PROGRAMME: 

 At 11:10 A.M, Ms. Sandhya Tamang (Department of Sociology and IQAC member) 

initiated the programme by introducing the topic for the Webinar and introducing the 

three keynote speakers: Dr. Yodida Bhutia (Head, Department of Education, Sikkim 

University), Dr. Aarbriti Sharma (Faculty, Department of Education, Sikkim 

University) and Mr. Bikash Chettri (Assistant Professor, Department of Education, 

Sikkim Government College, Burtuk) respectively. 

 Dr. Chunku Bhutia, Convenor IQAC, Sikkim Government College, Burtuk briefly 

introduced the concept of NEP, 2020. Highlighting how the aim of NEP is to create a 

vibrant and flexible knowledge system; she introduced the topic of the webinar 

emphasising on the need for a discussion on the pros and cons of the policy, thereby 

challenges and opportunities.  

 The MC for the webinar Ms. Sandhya Thapa then invited Dr. Iyatta M. Upreti, 

Principal, Sikkim Government College, Burtuk who also extended her welcome to the 

resource persons and expressed her gratitude towards the convenor of IQAC Dr. 

Chunku Bhutia and team for successfully organizing the event. 

 Dr. Iyatta M. Upreti expressed her views on NEP:2020 and some of the challenges 

and as academicians, how we can try to overcome some of these challenges faced on 

our level. Ma’am spoke on how NEP, 2020 aims to bring a transformational change in 

Indian Education system; to bring it at par with the Global Perspective on education; 

and how NEP aims at universalisation of education. Principal, Dr. Upreti put forward 

many opportunities as well as challenges as far as the aim and implementation of the 

policy is concerned. Some opportunities like the role of the teachers to initiate 

solutions to problems at their level which would help better implementation of 

policies; skill-based learning which would be prioritised, here she highlighted in this 

aspect challenges may emerge when it comes to Sikkim. Ma’am praised the idea of a 

multi-disciplinary value education; but she states that there is lack of clear road map 

for the implementation of the proposals and it is creating delay in the much-needed 

implementation. She also suggested working and helping the policy makers make it 

easier to implement the policy. She expressed the need of basic infrastructure and 

need in the state at the moment. There is also the need for Digital infrastructure 

Development. There should also be enforcement of common implementation plan for 

all Higher Educational institutions. Lastly, she also suggested that there should be a 

‘Private and Public Partnership’ where the private institution could communicate with 

the public sector thus helping the people from the grassroot level. she concluded her 

speech by putting forward her view on the Autonomy of Higher Institutions where the 

students could also benefit. 



 At 11:30 A.M Ms. Sandhya Tamang introduced the first Guest speaker of the 

webinar, Dr. Yodida Bhutia (Head, Department of Education, Sikkim University). Dr. 

Yodida expressed her gratitude for inviting her to the webinar. 

 

TALK ON MULTI-DISCIPLINARY AND HOLISTIC EDUCATION BY DR. 

YODIDA BHUTIA. 

 With her topic being “MULTI-DISCIPLINARY AND HOLISTIC EDUCATION”, Dr. Yodida 

began by stating her involvement in the policy making since 2014. She stated that 

since the Indian government envisions India to be a global knowledge superpower; 

the NEP, 2020 would focus on transforming Indian Education System by basing it on 

Indian ethos, culture and language.  

 The policy also highlights the various changes in Institutional Restructuring. For 

Instance, HEI’s will support other HEI’s on other development, community 

engagement and services. Institutions will have the option to run Open Distance 

Learning and Online Programmes. Single stream HEIs will be phased out over time. 

The system of ‘Affiliated Colleges’ will also be gradually phased out.  

 The policy aims towards being more holistic and Multidisciplinary Education. This 

would focus on developing all capacities of human beings- intellectuals, aesthetic, 

social, physical, emotional and moral in an integrated manner. Keeping this in mind, 

this holistic approach shall be in long term, the approach to all UG Courses including 

the professional and vocational courses. This is also the reason why the IITs and 

engineering Institutions will have more Holistic and multidisciplinary education with 

more arts and humanities. 

 Nep, 2020 shall also establish An Academic Bank Credit (ABC), which would 

digitally store the academic credits earned from various recognized HEIs. In case a 

student decides to drop off college after the first year and again decides to carry on 

college after few years, his/ her can continue with their studies with the Bank credit 

that they already have. Curricula of all HEIs shall also include credit-based courses. 

Courses that strengthens Soft- skills will also be introduced. For the Holistic 

development, the 4- year programme may also lead to a degree ‘with Research’. 

 The policy have also given proposal for the establishment of MERU 

(Multidisciplinary Education and Research Universities) which will aim to attain the 

highest global standards in quality education. 

 Dr. Yodida also highlighted the importance of ‘Research’ to make learning 

wholesome. In order to make holistic development of the learners, assessment of 

education, courses, creativity, communication skills and moral awareness is 

important. The policy has also put emphasis on the Environmental Education. 

Understanding our environment and learning to protect it has been the need of the 

hour. The policy also talks about ‘Global citizenship Education’ and finally, students 

of HEIs should have importunity to intern in the local industries, crafts and 

businesses. 

 Dr. Yodida mentioned that the NEP, 2020 focused on Quality in Higher Education 

which aims to develop good, thoughtful and creative individuals. Dr. Yodida Bhutia  

shared some key changes proposed by the policy; for instance the introduction of 

multi-disciplinary system of education with emphasis on local languages, mental 

education, holistic development affecting mind/intellect and behaviour as well. The 

other key changes shared were relating to institutional autonomy, introduction of 



specialised courses based on the expertise of the faculty; pedagogy of teaching and 

learning; research-based courses etc.  

 To these changes; Dr. Yodida Bhutia shared her suggestions for a holistic approach to 

education in India. NEP should encourage philanthropy for development of public 

institutions, so that it would contribute to the development of the society through 

holistic development which connotes cognitive development i.e. developing critical 

thinking, analysis, creative/innovative thinking and also to develop aesthetic, social, 

emotional and moral abilities in an integrated manner. The aim of making students 

“Global Citizens” was also commended upon by Dr. Bhutia, which would be achieved 

by encouraging establishment of International Institutions in India, and encouraging 

exchange of students with such institutions and also by encouraging students to go 

abroad. 

 Dr. Bhutia also emphasised on the importance of financial benefits to the students 

where HEI’s could play an active role by providing scholarships, admission and 

curriculum should be inclusive, building infrastructure to be Disabled Friendly, 

Colleges should develop bridge course, develop Gender Sensitivity and every 

institution should have Institutional Development plans. 

 Dr. Bhutia concluded her speech by talking about the establishment of The Higher 

Education Commission Of India (HECI) headed by the Prime Minister of India. 

Under the HECI will be the four important pillars namely- NHERC- National higher 

Education Regulatory council, NAC- National Accreditation Council, HEGC- Higher 

Education Grants Council and GEC- General Education Council. 

      NHERC will regulate the council, NAC will a meta-Accrediting body which will 

accredit autonomous institutions, HEGC will release grants to HEIs for different 

courses, and GEC will frame the expected learning outcomes for Higher Education 

Programs.  

 

TALK ON TEACHER DEVELOPMENT BY Dr. AARBRITI SHARMA: 

 The second Resource person Dr. Aarbriti Sharma (Faculty, Department of 

Education, Sikkim University) was introduced by Ms. Sandhya Tamang for her 

talk on ‘Teacher Development”. 

 Dr. Sharma expressed her gratitude for the invitation to the programme. Laying 

emphasis on the teaching-learning process, Dr. Sharma’s put forward a point that 

NEP, 2020 laments on the existing condition of teacher’s education, teacher 

deployment and service conditions. For the same, Dr. Sharma stressed on the role 

of the teacher as a facilitator and as such the policy would strive to create a 

teacher conducive environment; which could also be facilitated by the provision 

of faculty autonomy for curriculum development as well as the pedagogy. 

 Suggestions for improving a teacher’s efficiency was made, with the idea that no 

administrative responsibility should be assigned to the faculty, so that focus would 

be on teaching.  
 She spoke on Recruitment and Deployment of teachers, halting of transfers of the 

teachers so as to not break the progress of teachers, Teacher Eligibility Tests 

(TET) to be made mandatory for teacher recruitment, sharing of teachers in the 

school compound and finally to encourage digital recruitment of teachers.  
 Under the topic of Career Management and Progression (CMP), she stated that the 

policy proposes awards and promotions to teachers for outstanding performances. 

It also puts emphasis on ‘Special Educators’ for special cases. Standalone TEIs 

will be abolished in near future. 4 years integrated program with recent approach 



Pedagogy will be made mandatory. Teachers to be encouraged to outsource their 

services to SWAYAM/DIKSHA. 

  Dr. Sharma concluded her speech by Acknowledging and recognising the ‘Power 

of Teachers’ wherein NEP 2020 has proposed systemic reforms that would help 

‘teaching’ emerge as a bright prospect. 

  

 TALK ON NEP-2020 and INDIAN KNOWLEDGE SYSTEM         

LANGUAGE, ARTS AND CULTURE BY MR. BIKASH CHETTRI. 

 The third Resource person Mr. Bikash Chettri (Department of Education, 

Sikkim Govt. College, Burtuk) was introduced by Ms. Sandhya Tamang for 

her talk on ‘NEP 2020 and Indian Knowledge systems, Language, arts and 

culture’. 

 The policy proposes academics be implemented for all languages and teachers 

with high level language proficiency of the language be recruited. 

 Promotion of Indian Language be integrated into schools and higher 

education. Ensured by availability of high quality materials and updated 

Vocabulary. 

 Students be provided with scholarships based on language. 

 The policy emphasizes on Multilingual Education i.e. deliverance of education 

in different languages, and also encouraging interaction in class in the same 

language.  

 Teachers with high level knowledge of a particular language to be recruited 

with a 4 years B.Ed. dual degree. 

 NEP 2020 proposes native language to be used as a medium of instructions 

and bilingual programmes in higher education. 

 Combining Tourism and Bilingual learning to be encouraged so as to help 

students learn about their diversity, traditions and culture. 

 NEP 2020 focuses on the translation of various written and speaking learning 

materials in various languages. Sanskrit language to be includes into 

mainstream Curriculum. 

 Mr. Bikash Chettri concluded his speech by highlighting the various impacts 

of NEP 2020 that will put more emphasis on the culture and the heritage of the 

country. 

VOTE OF THANKS: 

Mr. Allied Christopher Lepcha  (HoD, Dept. Of Commerce, Sikkim Govt. College, Burtuk) 

presented the vote of thanks on behalf of the IQAC Team, Burtuk college. He expressed his 

gratitude to the three keynote speakers Dr. Yodida Bhutia, Dr. Aarbriti Sharma and Mr. 

Bikash Chettri. He also extended his gratitude to the IQAC Team members. 

The webinar concluded in the well stipulated time.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 



 


